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Dear Sir: 


Applicant hereby appeals to the Patent and Trademark 
Office Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences from the 
final rejection by the Examiner of Claims 20-31, as issued in 
the final Office Action, dated December 20, 2001, said appeal 
being taken on the following grounds: 

A. Claims 20, 25, 26 and 28-31 were rejected by the 
Examiner as being anticipated, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. v Jl£?^5i' 
by O'Brian et al. f U.S. Patent No. 4,365,799; 

B. Claims 22, 23 and 27 were rejected by the Examiner 
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as being obvious, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §103(a), over O'Brian 
e t a 1 . ; 

C. Claim 21 was rejected by the Examiner as being 
obvious, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §103(a), over O'Brian et al., 
taken in view of Ahrens , U.S. Patent No. 4,447,055; and, 

D. Claim 24 was rejected by the Examiner as being 
obvious, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §103(a), over O'Brian et al . , 
taken in view of Vinson, U.S. Patent No. 4,262,900. 


Claims 1-19 have been cancelled. 


The Examiner is authorized to correct any discrepancy 
between the status of the claims and the rejections of 
record, and to advise the undersigned at torney-of -record , in 
the event that the Examiner does not concur with Applicant's 
understanding of the current status of the claims. 

The requisite fee of $160.00 (small entity) for filing 
the Notice of Appeal, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1. 17(b), is 
enc losed . 

The Office is hereby authorized to charge any additional 
fees which may be due in connection with the prosecution of 
the above-identified patent application to Account No. 
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19-0450. A duplicate of this paper is enclosed for billing 
purposes . 


Five Hirsch Avenue 

P. O. Box 966 

Coram, New York 11727 

(631 )474-5373 

March 20, 2002 


Enc: Check for $160.00 (Notice of Appeal Fee - Small Entity) 


The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the Deposit 
Account of Applicant's Attorney, Account No. 19-0450, for any 
additional fees which may be due in connection with the 
prosecution of the present application, but which have not 
otherwise been provided for. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HARTMUT EICHINGER 



Edwin D. Schindler 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 31,459 
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